WHERE THE
MAD MEN ARE

Showcasing Mid Century Modern design in

downtown Dayton, Ohio

While the AMC drama Mad Men may have
you believe that the mid-century era re-
volved slowly around the advertising indus-
try’s epicenter on Madison Avenue, the
truth is that modern design permeated all
corners of America, not the least of which
are right here in Dayton, Ohio. In the inter-
est of preserving these treasures, our Ad-
vanced Spatial Analysis class has worked
with the City of Dayton to recognize, docu-
ment, and market Mid-Century Modern
landmarks in the downtown Dayton area.

MID-CENTURY

South entrance of the IBM Building, facing West 1st Street
The mid-century modern res-  the neon marque sign. The his-  since its construction comple- I B M B u I L D I N G

taurants display a bright, clean, toric Wympee used to havea  tion in 1942! -
and new look that could be seen drive in service that is no longer 33 W. First St.
in several buildings across the  in operation at the current res-
Dayton area. Although they do taurant, Arepas Colombian A final example of the transi-
not fall within the exact mid-  Comfort Food, which now re-  tional mid-century modern res-
Li] century modern timeframe, sides inside the historic build- ~ taurant buildings can be found
e e o these three buildings all possess ing. Located at 416 E. Third  at the White Lotus, located at

: : characteristics of the transition- Street, the former Wympee 327 E. Third Street. This res-
al period into this exciting time building is still a delightful ex- taurant features the clean, white

Mid-century in America is generally re-
ferred to as the years following World War
IT and preceding the moon landing in 1969.
Scholars attribute the influx of Modernism
into the American aesthetic in part to Euro-
pean expatriates who migrated to America
during the war. Modernism is loosely de-
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fined in A merican A rchitecture: An Illus- in architecture. With their ample of the transition to the ~ frame that is seen with the other
trated Encyclopedia as “styles in which em- white porcelain-enameled pan- mid-century modern architec-  tWo buildings of the time.
phasis in design is placed on funtionalism, els, stylized doors, and bright tural period. You’ll find similarities in the

style of awning, the green and
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, courtesy City of Dayton. . . . .
:ﬂ‘(il U:(P‘ ERfS R e Lotus restaurants are wonderful 1he former White Tower, now  vertisement sign outside of the
o-date : : i e .
T . : : examples of the transition in to  Smokin Bar-B-Que, can be building. Also constructed in :
methods of construction.” Conservative sub- e dern period. found on the corner of E. Fifth the early 1940°s, the current The IBM Building is a 6 story building just west of Currently, the building is occupied by a few busi-
| Main Street on 1st _ _ nesses. Coolidge

444 W. Third St.

and Patterson. This small white
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categories of Modernism include Miesian,

- owners have kept true to the

Mid-Century Modern Restaurants

0t 0.2 Mies
PR K Sy G Y—")"

cos

Map Crested by Amands Bromne

Edward Durell Stone

“...it's nice to be doing something people are interested in.”

jacqueline.housel@sinclair.edu
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New Delhi American Embassy, 1954 March 31st, 1958 John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing
Arts, 1971




