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But yeah, that’s who we’ll be coming 
to Ohio with. – BC 

Down the road you’re doing 
some festivals and shows with 
Lady Antebellum. How’d that 
come about?

Yes, Lady Antebellum – big fan 
of that group. They gave us a shout 

a couple months ago and told 
us they were going on this 
tour and wanted to know 
if we wanted to go out with 
them and it was an easy “yes.” 
Looking forward to playing 
with those guys. They’re so 
great. – BC 

How do you feel you’ve 
changed since the 

beginning of your career? I’ve 
read you used to be a roofer, 
among other things.

When my career first started, I 
was still doing a lot of those jobs 
you mentioned. I was still roofing 
on the side and working different 
aspects of construction, landscap-
ing. It wasn’t until I had my first 
hit, I guess that was “Walk a Little 
Straighter,” I was actually able to 
drop all the other jobs and start 
touring as the sole provider of in-
come. Ever since then, it was 230 
shows a year. We kind of tapered 
it down to about 100 a year now, 
but it’s still all the same. It’s been 
growing non-stop and it’s still chal-
lenging, but still the best gig in the 
world. I love it. I wouldn’t trade it 
for anything. – BC 

Your music kind of lays it all 
out on the table. You seem very 

Billy Currington has 
been on the country music 
scene for more than a de-
cade, putting out such hits 
as “Must Be Doin’ Somethin’ 
Right” and “Pretty Good at 
Drinkin’ Beer.” His lyrics 
have that kind of straight-
forward quality that provide 
for an instant connection 
with his fans. On more than 
one occasion, I’ve been privy 
to people visually relaxing 
when “People Are Crazy” 
has come on the jukebox. His 
slow drawl and easy charm 
might lead you to think ev-
erything is just a little less 
complicated than you’d been 
making it.

Billy recently took some time to 
speak with DCP about his We Are 
Tonight tour, ideal vacations and 
how social media has changed in-
teractions with fans.

Where are you today?
We’re in Biloxi, Miss. right now. 

– Billy Currington 

How’s the weather down 
there?

It’s beautiful. It’s probably 
75 degrees, sunny. Not a cloud 
in the sky, actually. – BC 

Is that about your ideal 
or do you prefer it a little 
warmer?

A lot warmer. I like 90, 95, 98. 
Humid. [laughs] Just blast me with 
some heat, and I’m in. – BC 

Where do you like to vacation?
Anywhere tropical really. I’m a 

big fan of sunshine, coconuts. Any 
place with a nice beach. Places 
where I can spear fish and go free 
diving, that’s what I like. – BC 

When do you get a chance to do 
that? I was looking at your tour 
schedule, and you seem to keep 
pretty busy.

Well, that’s mostly during the 
winter time. There’s sometimes 
we get a couple days off a week, or 
sometimes three or four days, and 
that’s when I’ll take that time and 
just head somewhere warm. But of 
course, you know, I grew up around 
Georgia and Tennessee, and it’s 
usually warm there in the summer, 
there’s just not a lot of ocean. – BC 

What can fans expect from your 
We Are Tonight tour? Songs 
everyone knows or mostly new 
stuff?

Well, I mean we’re definitely 
playing a lot of songs we’ve al-
ways played. Songs we’ve had 
– fortunately – on the radio, and 

you know, maybe a couple that 
didn’t make the radio off some of 
those albums. Of course, we have 
an album out that just came out 
last year that’s titled We Are To-
night, so we’re playing some of 
those songs in the show. Then we’ll 
throw in some cover songs, some-
thing different every night. We 
always try to gauge what people 
have heard before so that you’ll 
sing along with us. We just mix it 
up. – BC 

And you’re playing the show 
here in Troy with Brett Eldredge 
and Chase Rice?

Yes. Guess they’re both coming 
on the scene recently in the past 
couple of years. But I heard their 
music and loved them, and I thought 
they’d be great with this tour. We’ve 
only done four or five shows togeth-
er, but each night they’re blowing it 
out. People seem to really love them. 

Hey girl, Billy Currington 
is coming to Troy
We Are Tonight 
tour stops at 
Hobart Arena 

By Jennifer Hanauer Lumpkin

“For me, personally, it’s fun to 
stay connected and engage 

with the fans.” 
-  Billy Currington

Billy Currington performs on March 29 at Hobart Arena; photo: Glen Rose

TroyDestination



exposed, sometimes. Is there 
any part of you that’s private?

There’s many things I keep 
to myself. But of course, when 
you’ve got social media and 
you’re a part of your fans’ and 
people out there in the public 
that don’t even know you. People 
end up writing a lot about you; 
it’s just kind of natural. Espe-
cially these days like I said with 
social media, you don’t keep as 
much private about yourself as 
they probably did back in the day 
when they didn’t have channels 
to get that stuff out there. For me, 
personally, it’s fun to stay con-
nected and engage with the fans. 
But yeah, there’ll always be a 
part of me that me, myself, and I 
are the only ones that know. – BC 

What do you see in your future? 
What’s 80-year-old Billy doing 
on a Saturday morning?

Shoot, when I’m 80, I’ll still be 
spear fishing, somewhere out there 

on the ocean, just sitting in the 
sunshine. – BC 

You’ll be the old man and the 
sea.

The old man and the sea. That’s 
who I am. [laughs] – BC 

Billy Currington with special 
guests Brett Eldredge and Chase 
Rice will play Hobart Arena in Troy 
at 8 p.m. on Saturday, March 29. 
Tickets range from $32 to $66 and 
can be purchased online at hobar-
tarena.com. For more information, 
please visit billycurrington.com.
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Master Sushi Chef Shin Sakai welcomes you to:

Traditional and contemporary 
Japanese cuisine including 

Sushi plus Hibachi Grill!

Open 7 days

2303 W. Main St. 
Troy, OH 45373

SakaiBistro.com

(937) 440-1302 

3 minutes west of I-75’s exit 74

Highest grade ingredients

want everyone to leave knowing 
how appreciative we are of them 
making a difference in helping a lot 
of good people who need a hand in 

our mission.” SafeHaven hopes to 
fill the 311-capacity ballroom with 
local support on April 5. 

Having held the executive direc-
tor title for nearly nine years, Met-
calf is looking forward to the silent 
auction fundraiser event. 

“I would like everyone to know 
how grateful our members are 
for these services and what a real 
impact it makes for our members 

to have this daily support and en-
couragement to overcome many 
of the serious struggles, suffering, 
and pain encountered by people 

with mental illness,” 
Metcalf said. “So many 
of our people work 
hard in their mental 
health recoveries, and 
that is made a little 
easier when the gen-
eral public continues to 
learn things that help 
break down the stigma 
and stereotypes about 
mental illness.” 

SafeHaven is making 
a difference in the lives 
of countless individu-
als and providing ac-
cess and opportunities 
for those in need. The 
organization continues 
to prove hope is real 
and they are there day 
after day to help those 
in need work on their 
mental health recovery 
at their own pace, in a 
place where they are 
all treated like family.

SafeHaven’s fund-
raising event will begin 
at 5:30 p.m. on Friday, 
April 5 at 319 N. Wayne 
St. in the third-floor 
ballroom above Z’s in 
Piqua. Tickets are $20 
in advance, or $25 at the 
door. For more informa-

tion, please call 937.272.3446 or visit 
safehaveninc.com.

“An opportunity of hope”  (Continued from Page 23)

Gardens are planted at each SafeHaven site to promote 
healthy eating; photo: Tricia Alloway

Reach DCP freelance writer Stacey Ritz 
at StaceyRitz@DaytonCityPaper.com.

Reach DCP freelance writer 
Jennifer Hanauer Lumpkin at 

JenniferHanauerLumpkin@
DaytonCityPaper.com.
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